MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS

And a third does not taste death until he leads the horsemen, the

banner preceding,
He disappeared and was not seen among them for a season, bidden

in Radwa, near him are honey and water." 1

*Abd-al-Kahir answers these verses with the words:

" The masters of truth are four, but as to the second of the two, Ms

fame has preceded him,
And Faruk, of the world, appeared as Imam, following him Dhu'l

Nunain who met his death.
'Ali appeared after them as Imam, in the order in which I have

given them.
The d-ecree came from above, and hateful are they whom we mention

as accursed.
To the fire of hell have they been relegated, and the sectaries arc a.

people like unto the Christians,
Confused ones, for their confusion there is no healing."

And Kuthaiyir also said about sectaries:2

"I am free to go to Allah, and free from connection with ibn Arwi,

and free from the religion of the Khawarij.

And free from TJmar and Abu-Bakr, at the time when he was declared
emir of the faithful!'

These verses we have answered with the following:

"Thou art indeed free, but from Allah, through the hatred of the

people, through whom Allah has kept alive the faithful.
And hatred of thine harms not ibn-Arwa, the hatred of piety is the

religion of the unbelievers.
Abu-Bakr, I rejoice in him as Imam, despite all the anger of the

Rawafid.
'Umar, the Faruk of the world, is rightly called the emir of the

faithful"

[Saiyid says:8]

"Say to al Wasy: 'I would give my life for thee, thou hast stayed in

this mount a long time,

They persecute in the community those of us who follow thee, and
who proclaim thee caliph and Imam.

1 De Slane, Ibn-Khallikan, vol. II, p. 577.

2 Ibn-Kutaibah, ibid., p. 316.   Ibn Arwa = Uthman-.

3 Mas'udi, Les Prairies d'Or, vol. v, p. 182.
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